Opsintegrity™

CONFINED SPACE

Scope and Applicability Statement

This document provides general safety procedures and regulatory guidance for employers and workers in accordance with U.S. Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) standards under 29 CFR 1910.146 (Permit-Required Confined Spaces). These procedures apply to all workplaces where they are

implemented as part of a comprehensive safety program.

Customization and Compliance Statement

Employers are responsible for ensuring compliance with all applicable local, state, and federal safety regulations. Workers must adhere to established safety
protocols to maintain a safe and healthy work environment.
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Purpose

The purpose of this program is to establish minimum safety requirements for all employees and
contractors performing confined space activities.

Scope

This program applies to all employees and other workers who may be involved in confined space entry.
When work is performed on a non-owned or operated site, the client’s program shall take precedence
unless the client’s program does not exist or is less stringent.

Definitions

¢ Acceptable Entry Conditions: The conditions required for safe entry into a confined space.

e Attendant: An individual stationed outside one or more confined spaces who monitors the
authorized entrants and performs assigned duties.

e Authorized Entrant: An individual authorized to enter a confined space after completing the
required training.

¢ Confined Space:
o Large enough for an employee to enter and perform work.
o Limited or restricted means for entry or exit.
o Not designed for continuous occupancy.

e Permit-Required Confined Space: A confined space that has one or more of the following
characteristics:

o Contains or has the potential to contain a hazardous atmosphere.

o Contains material that could engulf an entrant.

o Has inwardly converging walls or a floor that tapers to a smaller cross-section.
o Contains any other serious safety or health hazard.

e Entry Supervisor: The person responsible for verifying acceptable entry conditions, authorizing
entry, overseeing operations, and terminating entry.
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e Hazardous Atmosphere: Any atmosphere that may pose a risk to workers due to toxic,
flammable, or oxygen-deficient conditions.

e Hot Work Permit: Written authorization required for operations capable of producing ignition
(e.g., welding, cutting, burning).

¢ Immediately Dangerous to Life or Health (IDLH): Any condition that poses an immediate or
delayed threat to life or health.

Key Responsibilities
Managers and Supervisors:
e Ensure that all employees are trained and fully understand the requirements of this program.
e Provide necessary equipment and ensure employees are trained on its use.
e Ensure confined space permits are completed and posted at the job site.
e Protect employees from external hazards such as pedestrians and vehicles.
e Ensure all confined spaces identified as "no entry" have posted warning signs.
Employees:
e Attend confined space entry training and comply with all program requirements.
e Use proper personal protective equipment (PPE) and monitor for hazards.
e Follow established procedures for entry, monitoring, and evacuation.
Entry Supervisor:
e Conduct a pre-entry safety meeting and review job-specific hazards.
e Verify isolation of energy sources before entry.
e Conduct atmospheric testing before and during entry.
e Cancel entry permits if hazardous conditions arise.
Attendant:

e Monitor confined space activities and maintain communication with entrants.
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e Prevent unauthorized personnel from entering confined spaces.
e Summon emergency services when necessary.
Authorized Entrant:
e Recognize hazards and follow safe work procedures.
e Maintain communication with the attendant at all times.
e Exit immediately if conditions become unsafe.
Procedures
Hazard Assessment
e A hazard assessment must be conducted for every confined space entry.
e Atmospheric testing must be completed before entry and periodically during work.
Permit-Required Confined Space Entry
e A confined space entry permit must be completed and reviewed before work begins.
e Entry must be supervised, and atmospheric conditions must be continuously monitored.
e Entrants must sign in and out of the confined space.

e If hazardous conditions develop, entry must cease, and the permit must be canceled until
conditions are reassessed.

Ventilation
e Continuous forced air ventilation must be used where hazardous atmospheres may develop.
e The air supply must be from a clean source.
e The confined space must be re-evaluated if ventilation is interrupted.
Rescue and Emergency Services
e Rescue services must be readily available for IDLH conditions.
e Non-entry rescue methods should be used when feasible, including retrieval systems.
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e Employees designated as rescuers must be trained and provided with PPE.
e Rescue drills must be conducted annually.
Equipment Requirements
e Atmospheric testing and monitoring devices.
e Communication equipment for constant contact with entrants.
e Entry and exit equipment (e.g., ladders, hoists).
e Portable lighting for safe work inside confined spaces.
e PPE as required by the specific hazards.
e Rescue and emergency response equipment.
Training

e Employees involved in confined space operations must be trained before beginning work and
retrained as necessary.

e Training must cover hazard recognition, emergency procedures, atmospheric monitoring, and
safe entry and exit techniques.

e Training records must be maintained and available for review.
Permit System

e A written permit must be issued before entering a confined space.

e The permit must be reviewed and signed by the entry supervisor and entrants.

e The permit must remain posted at the entry site and be terminated once work is complete.
Termination of Permits

e The entry supervisor must cancel permits if hazards arise or at the completion of work.

e A review of all canceled permits must be conducted annually to ensure compliance and identify
areas for improvement.
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