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PUNCH PRESSES AND DIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scope and Applicability Statement 
This document provides general safety procedures and regulatory guidance for employers and workers in accordance with U.S. Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) standards under 29 CFR 1910 and 29 CFR 1926. These procedures apply to all workplaces where they are implemented as part of a 
comprehensive safety program. 
Customization and Compliance Statement 
Employers are responsible for ensuring compliance with all applicable local, state, and federal safety regulations. Workers must adhere to established safety 
protocols to prevent workplace injuries and illnesses. 
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Purpose 

The purpose of this program is to define the requirements for the safe operation, inspection, and 
maintenance of punch press equipment and associated dies. 

Scope 

This policy applies to all punch presses and die sets used in workplaces where this procedure is 
implemented. 

When work is performed by a subcontractor on a company site, the contractor’s written safety program 
shall take precedence for their employees. However, subcontractors may adopt this procedure for their 
use. 

Key Responsibilities 

Supervisors 

• Ensure that all punch presses and dies are operated only by trained and authorized 
personnel. 

• Verify that all punch press equipment and die sets are inspected before use and 
maintained in safe working condition. 

• Ensure compliance with OSHA 29 CFR 1910.212 (Machine Guarding) and 29 CFR 
1910.217 (Mechanical Power Presses). 

Employees 

• Follow all aspects of this program. 
• Perform required inspections prior to operation and immediately report defects or 

unsafe conditions. 
• Stop work and notify supervision if any damage, misalignment, or unsafe condition 

is identified. 

Procedure 

• Dies and punch press equipment shall be inspected before each use for cracks, 
chips, misalignment, or other visible damage. Any damaged or worn die must be 
removed from service immediately. 

• Daily functional checks shall be performed on punch presses, including controls, 
guards, and safety devices, to confirm they are in proper working condition. 
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• Only dies and press components designed, manufactured, or approved for use with 
the specific punch press shall be installed. 

• Dies must be properly seated and securely fastened before operating the punch 
press. 

• Operators shall not bypass or disable any safety interlocks, guards, or two-hand 
controls. 

• Energy control procedures (lockout/tagout) shall be followed during die changes, 
maintenance, or repair. 

• Operators shall never place hands or any part of the body in the die area while the 
machine is powered or cycling. 

• Records of die inspections, press maintenance, and operator training shall be 
maintained as required by OSHA 1910.217. 

• Only authorized personnel trained in safe press and die operation shall operate the 
equipment. 

 


